Hello Jessica
 

For the sake of dispatch I will respond to these comments below rather than resubmitting all three syllabi
 
                                     General questions:
1.      There was some concern over the fact that students read one text, and therefore only get one view. Would it be appropriate to add readings to enrich main text? If not, can you provide a brief explanation for your decision? (Please note that this is not requiring you to add readings, but the committee did express some concern about one viewpoint being presented). 
 
      I can understand how someone could reach said conclusion. One book is all that I believe (in my view) is appropriate for a FYE course. I do plan to provide a few journal articles for the Powell course to give the students a different view point. After all the book that I am assigning is his autobiography, hence it is a good idea to supplement that text with a few other readings.
 
      The differing view point will come from me where the other two courses are concerned.
 
2.      Can you describe what your final exams entail? Exams are not typical in Freshman Seminars and the committee is interested to see how you use them.
 
      The final exam will be an essay question that will require a blue book. Students will be asked to assess the following question for example. Provide evidence to support or refute the claim. Colin Powell is more a media creation than American Icon?
 
Colin Powell
1.      Does reading schedule connect with discussion topics? Suggestion to shorten course description and tie questions listed to the weekly topical outline.
 
      Given that the course Blacks in the Military was cancelled I want to make sure that students get a clear sense as to what will be covered in the course and the kinds of questions that will be posed over the course of the quarter.
 
      Weaving the questions into the weekly topical outline is a good idea on its face, but General Powell's book doesn't lend itself to that. In others words, these are questions that will be posed over the course of the quarter in no particular order. I will, however, give this point further consideration.
 
2.      Description of grade for 4-page assignment. Revision is good, but how does that break down? Are both parts graded? Weighted? 
 
       Again both parts are graded. The two drafts will simply be combined and averaged. 
 
Nuclear Warfare
1.      Students will know nothing about grade until end of quarter, half grade is participation, no criteria for what constitutes successful participation. 
 
      Successful participation is making a substantive contribution to class discussion. Now what is substantive. Substantive means making comments and asking questions that move the discussion along as well as brings to light matters that may not be readily apparent to all. At the end of the day this is something that the professor will simply have to identify. There is of course a subjective dimension to grading participation. One of the reasons why I have an attendance policy is to balance said subjectivity as much as possible.
 
2.      Suggestion to give feedback earlier on writing and participation
Absence policy: is attendance tied to participation grade? 
         Absolutely!
 
3.Is absenteeism calculated as part of participation? Please clarify 
Absolutely! There is a percentage for attending class and a percentage for verbally participating in class.
         After a certain number of absences there will be no need to calculate :)
  
4.Suggested that you might consider changing the title to reflect one viewpoint “The Bush Administration’s Policy on Nuclear Weapons
 
      This course is a basic course that transcends President Bush. This course isn't about Bush; it is about Nuclear Warfare regardless as to who is in the Oval Office.
 
Just War Theory
1.      Suggestion to change title to “What is a just war?” which may interest more students and would take it out of theoretical realm and into practical realm for new freshman audience.
       This makes sense. Roger that. Consider it done.
 
2.  How is theory made relevant?
 
          Theory is made relevant by applying theory to real world situations; situations in which I participated as well as those that have transpired since 9/11. The professor will play a major role in making sure that theory is made relevant :)
 
3.      One student summarizes chapters each week – can you explain how this teaches critical thinking? 
 
    Students will be asked to evaluate the reading> Does the author support his thesis, how and in what way? Is the thesis strong or weak? Is the chapter convincing? These are the types of matters that will be addressed that will require students to tap into their analytical and critical thinking skills. Students will be taught to read with a critical eye and to challenge rather than accept. For instance, many Americans including some professors have an opinion on war and Colin Powell, but actually know very little about both. What they do know is gleaned from the media or other elites and is probably very far from reality.
 
4.      Suggested that comparison would better foster critical and analytical thinking.
This is a good suggestion and I'll consider it.
 
Thanks for allowing me to respond to these well thought out concerns.
 
Semper Fi
 
Judson L. Jeffries
